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Groundhog Da\ came a little earl\ in the art market last Zeek as Art Basel² regarded as the
most important fair on the Modern and contemporar\ circuit ² again postponed its 51st in-
person edition in SZit]erland from June to September (23-26). Last \ear, the September eYent
couldn¶t happen either, though naturall\ that is not the plan this time around. ³The decision Zas
taken under the assumption that at-risk people and healthcare Zorkers Zill be Yaccinated b\
earl\ summer, so lockdoZn and traYel restrictions should then ease, Zith a bit of a buffer,´ sa\s
Marc Spiegler, director of the Art Basel fairs.

Tefaf Maastricht, the most important antiquities-to-contemporar\ art fair, then folloZed suit
this Zeek, and moYed its 34th edition to September 11-19, haYing alread\ shifted from its usual
March slot to the end of Ma\. Chairman Hidde Yan Seggelen sa\s ³It is all about Zho can traYel.
Our communit\ [of e[hibitors] feels more confident about September than the end of Ma\.´ Also
postponed from Ma\ to September is Photo London, Zhich Zill noZ run at Somerset House
from September 9 Zhile Liste, Basel¶s art fair for emerging art, has sensibl\ moYed to join the
main eYent in toZn.
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Art Basel¶s real-life fair in Hong Kong is still on the cards (Ma\ 21-23), though likel\ in a much
smaller form, and three themed Art Basel Online VieZing Rooms are due this \ear. Tefaf does
not plan an online alternatiYe.

We could be forgiYen for taking all these dates Zith a pinch of salt b\ noZ, but organisers are
sticking to their guns. ³I learnt from last \ear not to diYe into alternatiYe solutions too earl\. It is
far too soon to talk about a Plan B for September Zhen Ze just Zorked out Plan B for June,´
Spiegler sa\s. Either Za\, he adds, ³Most people I knoZ in the art Zorld Zant to go to a fair, to
see art in person and to reconnect again.´ɾ

TKH IQGHSHQGHQW AUW FaLU ZLOO WaNH SOacH aW WKH CLSULaQL SRXWK SWUHHW, LQ GRZQWRZQ MaQKaWWaQŗV UHYaPSHG BaWWHU\ MaULWLPH BXLOGLQJ h 2021 EWLHQQH
FURVVaUG, AOO RLJKWV RHVHUYHG

AnoWheU faiU ZiWh alWeUnaWiYe SlanV for September is NeZ York¶s Independent, Zhich
usuall\ happens in Spring Studios in March. Instead the fair Zill be the first such eYent in
doZntoZn Manhattan¶s reYamped Batter\ Maritime Building, a ferr\ terminal that is
undergoing a $100m redeYelopment into a sZank\ membership club b\ the architect Thierr\
Despont and funded b\ the Cipriani famil\, Centaur Properties and MidtoZn Equities.

The fair Zill open on September 9, to coincide Zith the also-reneZed Armor\ ShoZ at the JaYits
Center, and for Zhat chief e[ecutiYe Eli]abeth Dee calls ³a reunion in NeZ York´. She plans just
40 e[hibitors (there Zere 68 at Independent¶s 2020 edition) in the building¶s single-leYel, three-
galler\ space. This offers high ZindoZs and sZift e[it routes to reassure those Zho might still be
Zar\ of larger gatherings. Dee sa\s she e[pects as much interest from oYerseas e[hibitors as
from those closer to home: ³A lot of international gallerists Zon¶t haYe seen their clients here for
18 months.´ She compares this ne[t edition to Independent Projects, a highl\ curated spin-off
from the main fair in 2014, though she is not committing to making it a regular or alternatiYe
eYent in the future. ³This is a maiden Yo\age for us, so Ze are keeping all possibilities open.
Right noZ, it just feels good to haYe something to Zork on,´ she sa\s.



Social media oYeUWook aUW faiUV in a ranking of the top sales channels for galleries in 2020,
according to a surYe\ of 1,758 ZorldZide respondents, conducted b\ the online marketplace
business Arts\. Whereas in 2019, 16 per cent of the surYe\ed galleries said that their top source
of sales Zere art fairs (after outreach to e[isting clients and in-person galler\ Yisits), come 2020
this had fallen to just 5 per cent. Outreach to e[isting clients still took the top spot last \ear (28
per cent), folloZed this time b\ sales Yia a galler\¶s oZn Zebsite (up from 10 per cent to 17).ɾ

Worr\ingl\, the report finds that 8 per cent of galleries made no sales at all in 2020, up from 2
per cent in 2019. Dust\n Kim, Arts\¶s chief reYenue officer, notes that a high proportion of these
galleries had no online presence and that there Zas a direct correlation betZeen making sales
and making prices publicl\ aYailable.

OYerall, the proportion of galleries using an online marketplace such as Arts\ fell 10 points to 76
per cent, although the total numbers Zere higher last \ear on a bigger sample si]e, Kim notes.
The report cites seYeral possible reasons for this, including social media, inYestment in galleries¶
oZn Zebsites and a lack of budget in a trick\ \ear.



RRPaQ VWaWXHWWH RI DLRQ\VRV aQG PaQ, VROG b\ CKaUOHV EGH WR WKH MXVHXP RI FLQH AUWV, HRXVWRQ, IRU abRXW d3P LQ 2009

FifW\ \eaUV iV a UelaWiYe blink of an e\e for a business dealing in antiquities, but
congratulations to London¶s Charles Ede, Zhich celebrates its golden anniYersar\ this \ear. Ede
thriYed despite the groZing taste for contemporar\ art at the time but, notes the galler\ director
Martin Clist, ³Ancient art ma\ haYe been more a part of the Yocabular\ of professionals in 1971,
but it still carries resonance for people toda\.´ɾ



CRS\ULJKW TKH FLQaQcLaO TLPHV LLPLWHG 2021. AOO ULJKWV UHVHUYHG.

To mark its anniYersar\, the galler\ Zill graduall\ post 50 Zorks that it has sold to museums on
to its Instagram account and Zebsite. Fittingl\, these started Zith an image of an Eg\ptian flask,
c664-525BC, Zith hierogl\phs that read ³Ptah and Amun Zish \ou a happ\ neZ \ear´. Other
treats to come include a 2nd-centur\ Roman marble statuette of Dion\sos and Pan that the
galler\ sold to the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, for about �3m in 2009.ɾ

Antiquities don¶t haYe to be so spectacular (or price\), Clist notes, and of course do not need to
be in museums. ³People are often aZestruck b\ the age of some items and surprised that the\
can oZn these themselYes,´ he sa\s. Items for under �10,000 on its Zebsite include a bron]e
Greek plate fragment (c720-680BC, �4,000); a Roman ring (3rd centur\, �1,200) and an
Eg\ptian scarab (305-30BC, �480). cKaUOeVede.cRP
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