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6 Fascinating Finds from Tefaf Maastricht 2024
From a rare Roman cameo to a dazzling Degas, these are the top picks
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Kunstkammer Geord Laue.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF TEFAF

or two weeks every March, the medieval Dutch city of Maastricht becomes the center
of the art world as droves of the globe’s most prominent art collectors make the annual
pilgrimage to The European Fine Art Fair (TEFAF). (https://www.tefaf.com/fairs/tefaf-

maastricht) At a tiny airport on the border of Germany and Belgium, around 200 private
jets reportedly land each day over the course of the invite-only VIP opening, this year from
March 7 to 8, as top collectors come in search of the rarest treasures and most exceptional
museum-quality masterpieces.

Inside MECC, a sprawling convention center on the city’s outskirts, there is a staggering
assortment of some 20,000 objects spanning 7,000 years of history. Entering the fair is akin
to being transported into a life-size Wunderkammer or encyclopedic museum, where 270
dealers from 22 countries have set up, going to great lengths to create highly unique and
immersive environments—some with rich mahogany floorboards and ornate carpets and
others with sparse, elegant, design-centric spaces.

On the opening morning, as visitors took their selfies in front of the now signature flower
wall—this year featuring illuminated white and pink poppies, roses, and tulips that gently
cascaded up and down—the mood was palpably positive. Museum directors from top
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institutions, many with their board members and trustees in tow, were seen inquiring about
the pieces on offer.

An installation view of TEFAF 2024.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF TEFAF

“I think there can never be enough art, and it makes a great part of life, there can always be
more,” says Hidde van Seggelen, TEFAF chairman of the board and fellow exhibitor. “Over
the past 37 years, through various boards of trustees and committees, we have established
something very special here in Maastricht. We have had about 500 museums confirm
visitor attendance this year, and over 40 or more traveling with their boards.”
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With the recent proliferation of global art fairs, TEFAF in Maastricht sets itself apart with
its vigorous vetting process. Each year, before the fair opens, dozens of experts in their field
—from academics and curators to conservators and independent scholars—spend hours
examining each and every object in the stands—sometimes numbering in the hundreds—to
determine authenticity, provenance, and condition.

This stringent method in turn attracts the highest caliber of collector, be it private or
institutional, as well as the exhibiting dealers—to buy and sell the best on the market. A
celebration of the beauty of creation throughout humanity, the fair promotes the notion of
cross-collecting, and it’s hard not to be swept away. Here, amongst the glasses of Ruinart
and freshly shucked oysters, there is as much appreciation for a 17th century never-before-
seen Flemish Old Master as there is a futuristic contemporary jewel that took over 1,000
hours to complete or a prehistoric relic.

Below, discover some of the most fascinating objects on view.
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Roman Cameo depicting Agrippa Posthumus.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF GALERIE CHENEL
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Roman Cameo depicting Agrippa Posthumus.
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1. Roman Cameo | Galerie Chanel

Galerie Chanel’s expansive booth is filled an assortment of striking busts and sculpture on
plinths. But in the far back corner lies perhaps the most exceptional piece of all—an
exquisitely carved Roman cameo from circa-37 AD depicting Agrippa Postumus, the
adopted son of Augustus. Crafted from white on brown sardonyx, it beautifully captures his
youthful spirit with careful attention paid to his full checks and high cheekbones, a pensive
gaze, and stylized hair. In around 1765, the cameo was added to the collection of the Dukes
of Marlborough—one of the most prestigious collections of ancient and modern gems in
England. Mounted in English gold, the semi-precious gemstones surrounding it were a later
addition, thought to have been added in the 18th century. A perfect representation of the
history of the Julio Claudian dynasty, it is priced on demand for the range of above $1
million.
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Alma Tadema armlet.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF WARTSKI
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Lawrence Alma-Tadema, The Sculpture Gallery, 1874.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF THE HOOD MUSEUM
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2. Gold Armlet Designed by Sir Lawrence Alma-Tadema | Wartski 

In the weeks preceding TEFAF, Wartski came into the possession of an exciting new
discovery: a gold serpent armlet that was a gift from the celebrated Dutch artist Sir
Lawrence Alma Tadema to his wife Laura Epps on their wedding day. Dating between
1871–74, the piece was commissioned to the firm J.S. and A.B. Wyon, who were chief
engravers of Her Majesty’s Seals. Inspired by ancient Greek prototypes, it was made to wrap
around the arm four times and is inscribed with her name in Greek characters. It features in
a number of the artist’s most iconic paintings, including The Sculpture Gallery (1874), which
is in the collection of the Hood Museum, as well as The Roses of Heliogabulus (1888), owned
by Spanish billionaire Juan Antonio Pérez Simón.

“Not only is the object itself fabulous but it is imbued with such human emotion. The
quintessential representation of love,” says director Kieran McCarthy. “When we discovered
this piece it was one of those moments where your jaw actually drops.” As for the lucky
buyer, McCarthy hopes that Perez may purchase it himself, so someone could wear it sitting
in front of the painting.

The Triumph of Flora.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF COLNAGHI
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3. Mario Nuzzi (Mario de Fiori) and Raffaello Vanni, the Triumph of Flora,

c. 1660 | Colnaghi

Colnaghi, the world’s oldest commercial art gallery specializing in antiquities and Old
Masters, returns to TEFAF with a booth celebrating female beauty. The standout is the
Triumph of Flora, a large-scale painting made in collaboration between Mario Nuzzi, also
known as Mario de’ Fiori, and Raffaello Vanni, commissioned in circa 1660 by Cardinal
Giulio Rospigliosi, later Pope Clement IX. This recently rediscovered canvas captures the
artistic magnificence of Baroque Rome. Here, the goddess Flora is seated upon a golden
throne surrounded by seven joyful cherubs against a backdrop bursting with a variety of
vibrant flowers. “TEFAF is the most important fair for us and we prioritize showing the best
pieces here,” says Michael Adler, a specialist from New York. “There are 150 different
species of flowers in the painting and Flora is holding a rare Iris. It’s an exquisite piece of the
highest quality.”

17th century bronze at Galerie Perrin.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF TEFAF
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17th century bronze at Galerie Perrin.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF TEFAF

4. Allegorical Figures of the Rivers Nile and Tiber | Galerie Perrin

At Perrin Gallery’s stand, the very first thing one comes across is a marvelous pair of bronze
statues that are said to personify the Nile and Tiber rivers, created in 17th century Rome.
“We discovered these only recently in the basement of a Monte Carlo estate—they were
completely covered in green paint,” says founder Patrick Perrin. “We originally thought that
they were French but more research has revealed they were Italian, created around 100
years earlier than the other examples, making them exceptionally rare.” Among the finest
bronzes still in private hands, these allegories are masterful interpretations of the famous
antiques found in Rome in 1512. Only four other pairs are known and held in the most
prestigious collections, including the Wallace Collection in London, the Huntington
Collection in San Marino, The National Collection, and the Peter Marino Collection.
“These are the kinds of things that us dealer’s dream of—what get us up every morning! A
discovery of such a rare treasure does not get better than this.”
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Edgar Degas, Ukrainian Dancers.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF MS RAU

5. Edgar Degas, Ukrainian Dancers | M.S. Rau

No artist has more beautifully captured the form of dancing than Edgar Degas. This rare
pastel, titled Ukrainian Dancers, is a pivotal work within the artist’s celebrated series on
these traditional folk dancers. Created with layers of luminous color and vibrancy, it reveals
the artist’s bold application of pastel and spontaneous expression. Among the 18 works in
his Russian Dancers series from 1899, this pastel was given prominence in its own room
during the groundbreaking 2017 exhibition “Degas: Russian Dancers’ and the Art of Pastel”
at the J. Paul Getty Museum. Originally acquired by the artist’s brother, René de Gas, at the
inaugural Atelier Degas sale in 1918, this work has since been celebrated and displayed
worldwide.
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“The Ballerinas were much more stoic in nature,” comments Rebecca Rau, a fourth-
generation dealer of her family business M.S. Rau in New Orleans. “These traditional
dancers from Ukraine are vibrant and full of life. At a time of difficulty in Ukraine, it’s a
beautiful celebration of the spirit of the country. We’ve already had a lot of interest from
private collectors as well as institutions.” Another highlight at the stand that generated
much buzz and swiftly sold during the preview was a small portrait by Van Gogh, Head of a
Peasant Woman in a White Cap. (https://rauantiques.com/products/tete-de-paysanne-a-la-
coiffe-blanche-by-vincent-van-gogh) The early Dutch painting is a striking and evocative
example of the artist’s early portraiture.

Sean Kelly and Charles Ede at TEFAF.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF TEFAF

6. Sean Kelly and Charles Ede

This booth in the fair’s new Focus section celebrates the power of art to transcend time.
Sean Kelly gallery in New York teamed up with Charles Ede, a London antiquities dealer, to
present a dazzling and unique booth that combined  a group of rare ancient Greek red- and
black-figure vases with new paintings by Scottish artist Callum Innes and custom-made
sculptural furniture crafted by Mexico City-based designer Gloria Cortina. Viewers are
invited to consider how ancient objects and contemporary art can work together in a single
unified experience. “We are thrilled to present this unprecedented collaboration where the
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timeless elegance of ancient Greek vessels serves as the muse for a dynamic intersection of
contemporary art and avant-garde design,” says Kelly. “The true collector lives with pieces
from every period,” Contina tells Galerie. “I crafted these plinths to compliment the art,
they’re made with natural materials like indigenous Mexican wood or stone.”

 

 

 

 

Cover: An installation view of TEFAF.
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Oscars
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he fashion on the 2024 Academy Awards
(https://www.oscars.org/oscars/ceremonies/2024) red carpet told a story of vintage
glamour with shimmering, formfitting sheaths or structured, architectural designs

with 1950s-inspired haute couture details (think bustier silhouettes, dramatic peplums, and
exaggerated portrait necklines). With just a few minimalist exceptions, the jewelry
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accompanying these looks tended to be bold, extravagant, and thoughtfully considered,
whether it was a selection of gems that perfectly complemented the color of the garment
(cherry blossom-pink tourmalines with embroidered rose silk, sapphires with midnight
blue velvet, emeralds with green leather) or crisp, clean-lined bijoux to contrast flounces
and frills.

Statement necklaces were the evening’s must-have to the point that naked necklines stood
out as missed opportunities. And if you were a man and you weren’t wearing a jeweled
brooch you were doing it all wrong. Below, Galerie highlights the best jewelry moments of
the night.
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Emma Stone in Louis Vuitton High Jewelry.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF LOUIS VUITTON

1. Emma Stone Wearing Louis Vuitton High Jewelry

The Best Actress award-winner for her role in Poor Things contrasted the soft, delicate hue
of her mint green Louis Vuitton gown with a bold diamond choker set with a vibrant
yellow, 30.47-carat octagonal step-cut Sri Lankan sapphire from the maison’s jewelry atelier.
(https://us.louisvuitton.com/eng-us/stories/spirit-high-jewelry) Our “golden girl” finished
her look with diamond stud earrings and rings.
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Emily Blunt.

PHOTO: GETTY IMAGES
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Tiffany & Co.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF TIFFANY & CO.

2. Emily Blunt Wearing Tiffany & Co.

It could only be platinum and piles of Tiffany & Co. diamonds for Blunt’s white-beaded
Schiaparelli column gown. One necklace was a floral garland-style choker; the other was a
draping style fashioned with three tiers of graduated cushion cut diamonds totaling 60
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carats. Diamond studs and a 10 carat pear shape diamond ring tied the look together (as did
her white tux-clad date, husband John Krasinksi).(https://galeriemagazine.com)
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Charlize Theron in Boucheron.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF BOUCHERON 
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Quatre Radiant Edition choker by Boucheron.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF BOUCHERON

3. Charlize Theron Wearing Boucheron

Quiet luxury? Not tonight, and not if Charlize Theron had anything to say about it. The
veteran red carpet goddess accented her Dior gown with a total of ten resplendent diamond
pieces by French maison Boucheron, starting with a Quatre Radiant Edition suite of
earrings, choker, necklace, and bracelet; plus the Vendôme Liseré bangle and ring, three
Quatre Double White Edition rings, and a Quatre Double White Edition ear clip.
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Sandra Hüller in Cartier.

PHOTO: GETTY IMAGES
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Reflection de Cartier necklace.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF CARTIER

4. Sandra Hüller Wearing Cartier

Nominated for Best Actress for her role in the French film Anatomy of a Fall, Hüller stepped
out in a black velvet Schiaparelli gown with a dramatic neckline that extended, trapeze-like,
well past her shoulders. The bust was accented with a sliver keyhole brooch (the label tends
to prefer gold embellishments) perhaps to better complement the only jewel suitable for
such a memorable look: The Reflection de Cartier necklace set with 392 diamonds.
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America Ferrera in Pomellato 

PHOTO: COURTESY OF POMELLATO 
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Pomellato Ode to Milan Castello Necklace.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF POMELLATO 

5. America Ferrera Wearing Pomellato

In a shimmering Barbie-pink chainmail gown by Versace, the Best Supporting Actress
nominee wore jewels by Pomellato: The Ode to Milan Castello necklace, with its chunky,
diamond-encrusted gold links set with five reverse-set rubellites, and a cocktail ring
flashing a 19 carat richly, saturated rhodolite garnet.

(https://galeriemagazine.com)
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Lily Gladstone in Bulgari Jewelry and Gucci Gown.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF GUCCI

6. Lily Gladstone Wearing Bulgari

Most post-Oscars conversations center the Best Actress nominee’s gown, a custom Gucci
creation designed in collaboration with Indigenous artist Joe Big Mountain (Ironhorse
Quillwork). Midnight blue velvet provided a backdrop for floral quillwork embellishments
—and jewelry by Bulgari. Earrings that echoed the embroidery, a sapphire ring, and a
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diamond bracelet complemented the showstopper: A high jewelry necklace that draws
inspiration from the colorful mosaics of the Roman Baths of Caracalla. Hanging from an
amethyst and diamond chain, its fan-shaped centerpiece is detailed with sapphire,
turquoise, tanzanites, amethysts and pavé-set diamonds.
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William Belleau.

PHOTO: GETTY IMAGES

7. William Belleau Wearing Beaded Necklace and Diamond Brooch

A perfectly cut dark blue suit anchored the Killers of the Flower Moon actor’s turquoise bolo
tie and elevated it to a statement jewel that was equal parts cultural, artistic and chic. He
also wore a beaded necklace, a diamond brooch fastened to his jacket lapel, and
meticulously crisscrossed robin’s egg blue bands in his braids. Flawless.
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Cynthia Erivo in Roberto Coin.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF ROBERTO COIN 
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18K gold diamond Princess Star ring by Roberto Coin.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF ROBERTO COIN 

8. Cynthia Erivo Wearing Roberto Coin

Two days before the Oscars, Erivo received an award for her jewelry style at the Gem
Awards (the jewelry industry’s “Oscars” event) in New York. “The jewels I wear should be
part of the whole sentence, not just the full stop,” she said in her acceptance speech. She
applied this philosophy to her Oscars jewelry choices in collaboration with stylist Jason
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Bolden. Channeling Elphaba, the role she will play in the forthcoming movie version of
Wicked, she paired her dark green leather Louis Vuitton gown with pearl drop earrings
detailed with tsavorites and diamonds, a platinum bracelet set with emeralds and
diamonds, and diamond rings, all by Roberto Coin. (And her nails were nearly as ornate as
the jewels themselves!)
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Margot Robbie in Vintage Fred Leighton.

PHOTO: GETTY IMAGES

9. Margot Robbie Wearing Vintage Fred Leighton

Effortlessly elegant, and not a smidge of pink. The Barbie actress complemented her
glistening black chainmail Versace gown with two vintage pieces from Fred Leighton: A
1980’s diamond and gold cuff by Boivin and 1940s gold and diamond bombe ring by
Suzanne Belperron. Belperron began her career in 1919—and flourished as a designer—
working with the female-led team at Boivin until 1932. Worn on a night to celebrate Barbie,
Robbie’s jewels might be telegraphing the importance of female empowerment—and
creative achievement.

Colman Domingo in David Yurman.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF DANESSA MYRICKS BEAUTY

(https://galeriemagazine.com)


https://galeriemagazine.com/


12/03/2024, 12:50 6 Fascinating Finds from Tefaf Maastricht 2024 - Galerie

https://galeriemagazine.com/tefaf-maastricht-2024/ 39/42

Deco Hex Signet Ring by David Yurman.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF DAVID YURMAN
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10. Colman Domingo Wearing David Yurman and Omega

A Best Actor nominee for his role in Rustin, Domingo worked with the styling team
Wayman + Micah to accessorize his Louis Vuitton suit with David Yurman jewels,
including a Starburst pendant with yellow beryl and diamonds affixed to his bowtie. He also
wore three diamond link bracelets, a handful of signet rings and bands, and a black
diamond stud earring, also by Yurman. The finishing touches: An Omega timepiece and a
pinky ring that belonged to civil rights leader Bayard Rustin himself.

Cover: Emma Stone in Louis Vuitton High Jewelry.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF LOUIS VUITTON
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